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Building a home for new plays and the people who create them 
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Dated: 6.8.2009 

 

Event Listing for End of June and July: 

 

Monday Evenings from June 29th through July 27 

Hollins Playwright’s Lab Guest Speaker Series 

Free to the Public 

7:30 PM Sharp 

 

Each summer, the Graduate Program in Playwriting at Hollins University brings to 

Roanoke some of the most important names in new play development and professional 

theatre.  In an effort to educate and inform not only the playwriting students but also 

local artists and audiences, the talks given by these guests are free and open to the 

public.  Studio Roanoke will be hosting those talks in their space at 30 Campbell 

Avenue.  Each speaker begins their remarks at 7:30PM.  Talks generally focus on the 

speaker's life in the arts, and last approximately 30-45 minutes with a Q&A session to 

follow, moderated by Artistic Director (and MFA Program Director) Todd Ristau. 

 

  

June 29: Erin Courtney is a playwright whose plays have been produced or developed by Clubbed Thumb, 

The Public Theater, Birmingham Repertory, The Vineyard, The Flea, and The Actors Theater of Louisville, 

the Soho Rep writers/directors lab, New York Stage Film. Currently, Ms. Courtney is collaborating with 

Elizabeth Swados on a musical , Kaspar Hauser,  which will be produced by the Flea Theater in February 

2009. She has been a fellow at the MacDowell colony, a recipient of a NYSCA grant and a MAP Fund grant 

from the Rockefeller Foundation. Her play Owls is published by Smith and Kraus in Humana Festival 2001: 

The Complete Plays and Demon Baby is published in two anthologies New Downtown Now and Funny, 

Strange, Provocative: Seven Plays from Clubbed Thumb. As an undergraduate, Ms. Courtney studied with 

Paula Vogel at Brown University and as a graduate student she studied with Mac Wellman at Brooklyn 

College. She currently teaches playwriting at Brooklyn College and is an affiliated artist with Clubbed 

Thumb. She is also a member of 13P, as well as the co-founder of the Brooklyn Writer’s Space and Room 

58. 

 

July 6: Jeffrey Sweet has been a playwright, screenwriter, lyricist, critic, journalist, teacher, theatre 

historian, and sometime songwriter and director. He is a resident member of Chicago's Victory Gardens 

Theater, which has produced twelve of his plays. Sweet is also the author of Something Wonderful Right 

Away (an oral history of Chicago's The Second City troupe), The Dramatist's Toolkit and Solving Your 

Script.  He has written for television and adapted some of his plays for radio. His work for the soap opera 

One Life to Live resulted in a Writers Guild of America Award for writing for a daytime serial in 1992 and 

an Emmy nomination. Sweet serves as a member of the Council of the Dramatists Guild, is a member of 

Ensemble Studio Theatre, and is an alumnus of New Dramatists. He contributes a regular column to the 

magazine, Dramatics and the British website on film and theatre music, Stage and Screen Online.  

 

July 13: Jimmy Ray Ward has an MFA in Scenography from UNC-Greensboro, and his credits include 

work at many theatres along the East coast such as Spoleto Festival USA, Williamstown Theatre Festival, 

Seaside Music Theatre, Flatrock Playhouse, and the Gainesville Theatre Alliance.  He served as resident 

designer for Mill Mountain Theatre for many seasons, which included scenery for Suessical, Grease, Proof, 

My Way, Fully Committed, and I Love You, You’re Perfect, Now Change.  He did costumes for Hamlet, 

Diaries of Adam and Eve, and Beauty and the Beast.  After leaving Mill Mountain Theatre, he formed his 

own company, Jimmy Ward Scenic, and has continued to provide the highest quality design and technical 

support for productions around the area, including Roanoke Children’s Theatre.  In addition to his 

production work for professional theatre, he has contributed his talent and training to area colleges including 

Roanoke College and Hollins University.   

 

July 20: Carl Hancock Rux is Head of Writing for Performance Program at CalArts and is a published 

poet, essayist, novelist and playwright. His plays and performance works for theater have been produced 

and or commissioned throughout the United States and internationally at venues including The Joseph Papp 



Public Theater, the Robert E. Fischer Center for the Performing Arts, PS 122, the Kitchen, HERE Arts Center, New Victory Theater, 

Lincoln center (Serious Fun & Outdoors Festival), Aaron Davis Hall, the BAM Harvey Theater (Next Wave Festival), REDCAT 

(Los Angeles), Mass MOCA (Mass.), the Central District Forum for Arts and Ideas (Seattle, Washington), Theater X (Milwaulkee, 

Wisconsin), University of Ghana at Legon (West Africa), Ebenezor Experimental Theater Festival (Sweden) Maison des Arts 

(Creteil, France), and the Victoria Theater (Singapore) among others. Plays include Geneva Cottrell, Waiting for the Dog to Die, 

Mycenaean, Chapter & Verse, The No Black Male Show, Smoke, Lilies & Jade, Singing In the Womb of Angels, Yanga, Song of Sad 

Young Men and the libretto for two operas: The Blackamoor Angel  and Makanda. As a radio journalist he has been a guest 

commentator on WNYC and for XM radio's The Bob Edward's Show as well as co-wrote and hosted National Public Radio's Walt 

Whitman: Song of Myself, winner of the New York Press Club Journalism Award for Entertainment News. As a recording artist he 

has recorded three cd's: Rux Revue (Sony 550), Apothecary Rx (Giant Step) and Good Bread Alley (Thirsty Ear).  Rux is the subject 

of Carl Hancock Rux, Coming of Age, (Larry Clamage/Richard Maniscalco for Voices of America) recipient of the CINE Golden 

Eagle award for television documentary. Carl Hancock Rux has written for (and performed with) several dance companies including 

the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater, Urban Bush Women, the Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Dance Co., Jane Comfort & Co., and 

created the title role in the Robert Wilson/Bernice Johnson Reagon opera The Temptation of Saint Anthony which had its world 

premiere at the Paris Opera (Garnier). Mr. Rux is the recipient of the Herb Alpert Award in the Arts, the New York Foundation for 

the Arts Prize, and the Bessie Schomburg Award, the Village Voice Literary Prize, Fresh Poet Award, National Endowment for the 

Arts/Theater Communication Group Playwright in Residence fellowship, NEA Leadership Initiatives Meet the Composer Grant, the 

Kitchen Theater Artist Award, Rockefeller Map grant, Creative Capital Artist grant, New York Foundation for the Arts Gregory 

Millard fellowship, NYFA Prize, Brooklyn Arts Exchange (BAX) Arts & Artists in Progress Award and was shortlisted for the 

United Artist Fellowship. He is the author of the Village Voice Literary prize winning collection of poetry Pagan Operetta (Fly By 

Night Press/Autonomedia), the novel Asphalt (Simon & Schuster) and the OBIE award winning play Talk (TCG). 

 

July 27: Robert Harris Moss ran the Edward Albee Playwrights' Unit from 1970 to 71. He founded and ran Playwrights Horizons 

from 1971 to l981.   He was the Artistic Director of the Hangar Theatre in Ithaca, New York from 1983 to 1996. In the Fall of 1996, 

he became the Artistic Director of Syracuse Stage, and ran that theater until January,  2008. In the summer of 2008, Moss took the 

reins of the Hangar again, as they searched for another new Artistic Director.  He ran the Playwrights Horizons Theatre School (an 

affiliate school of the NYU Tisch School of the Arts for more than ten years.  He has guest directed at theatres across the country.  

Favorite playwrights include, but are not limited to, Michele Lowe, Wendy Wasserstein,  Max Posner,  David Hare,  Tom Stoppard,  

and the Mssrs: Shakespeare and Shaw.  Prior to all this directing and running of theaters,  he was an active stage manager,  a career 

that culminated with the APA Repertory Company in residence at the Lyceum Theater on Broadway. 

 

 

July 3,  10,  17,  and 24 : 

NO SHAME THEATRE @ Studio Roanoke 

30 Campbell Ave 

11PM  $5 at the door 

The long running venue for short original pieces finds a new home on the Studio Roanoke stage starting May 3rd.  Every Friday 

night  at 11PM, admission is $5 at the door.  There are only three rules: pieces must be original, they must be 5 minutes long or less, 

and you can’t break anything—including laws.  Beyond that, anything can happen and usually does.  Sign up at 10PM if you want to 

be part of the show, but we like people who just want to watch, too.  Come see what your neighbors have been up to while you were 

going to bed early!  Visit www.studioroanoke.org, email us at info@studioroanoke.org, or call Our Box Office at 540-343-3054 

for more information. 

 

July 4  and 5 : 

Studio Roanoke Open Cattle Call Auditions 

30 Campbell Ave 

10am to 6pm  (Call to reserve a 5 minute slot) 

Bring two monologues of no more than 2 minutes each, one modern and one classical, along with a headshot and resume 

Studio Roanoke will hold auditions for the summer reading series, as well as for the regular season over the weekend!  We are 

looking for actors of all ages, backgrounds, and experience levels.  Even if you are not cast in something immediately, your materials 

will be entered into our performer database for future casting calls.  If possible, in addition to the hard copy, please provide a disc 

with your resume and headshot in digital form at the time of your audition.  Visit www.studioroanoke.org, email us at 

info@studioroanoke.org, or call Our Box Office at 540-343-3054 for more information. 

 

 

July 10 and  11: 

LIFE, LOVE, SEX, DEATH...AND OTHER WORKS IN PROGRESS by Stevie Jay @ Studio Roanoke 

30 Campbell Ave 

8PM  $10 at the door 

Performance artist Stevie Jay brings his outrageous one man show to Roanoke—a journey into the wild world of relationships and 

sex and life in our modern times!  It delves into the struggles we all go through as human beings, to express ourselves honestly and 



passionately, to love fearlessly, and to reach out to the people we’re attracted to, even when we’re scared . Visit 

www.studioroanoke.org, email us at info@studioroanoke.org, or call Our Box Office at 540-343-3054 for more information. 

 

July 17 and 18: 

The Muses are Heard: Writing History and Memory by Carl Hancock Rux @ Studio Roanoke 

30 Campbell Ave 

8PM  $10 at the door 

NPR called him a Renaissance man, and they weren’t far wrong.  Rux is a spoken word poet, playwright, novelist, musician.  an 

exploration of identity in a promising yet uncertain age of race, sex and class. The reading will include excerpts of plays and 

performance peices including The No Black Male Show, the OBIE award winning play Talk, as well as work from his novel Asphalt 

(Simon & Schuster) and collection of poetry, Pagan Operetta (Village Voice Literary award). Carl will also be giving a public talk 

on his life in the arts as part of the Playwright’s Lab Guest Speaker Series on Monday night in the Studio Roanoke space at 7:30.  

That event is free and open to the public.  Visit www.studioroanoke.org, email us at info@studioroanoke.org, or call Our Box 

Office at 540-343-3054 for more information. 

 

July 21: 

ACOUSTIC LOUNGE @ Studio Roanoke 

30 Campbell Ave 

8PM  $5 at the door 

Each month, local musicians and songwriters are invited to come together for a musical round table.  Four local singer/songwriters 

who will each have a 15 minute set, followed by a brief intermission, and then a round robin sign up for 10 audience members to 

perform a single song each.  After that, we’ll leave the space open for a kind of free form jam session and mixer with the audience. 
Visit www.studioroanoke.org, email us at info@studioroanoke.org, or call Our Box Office at 540-343-3054 for more 

information. 

 

July 24 through 26 

EXPOSED! New Readings from the Playwright’s Lab at Hollins University @ Studio Roanoke 

30 Campbell Ave 

Free and open to the public 

Selections of student work set to be read by local actors provide audiences their first glimpse of the new plays being developed at the 

Hollins Graduate Program in Playwriting.  Each reading to be followed by moderated discussion with comments from a panel of 

guest professional respondents.   

 

July 24  

6PM The Cold Earth, by Samantha Macher 

8PM The White Side of the Moon, by Sunny daSilva 

 

July 25  

1PM Stairs, by Steven V. Rice 

3PM The Piper Played, by MBDUMONDE 

5PM Feedback Loop, by Adam Hahn 

8PM Radium City, by Robert Plowman 

 

July 26 

1PM Fighting with tLions: a Greek Dramedy, by Nikki Adkins  

3PM They Hear the Distant Thunder, by David Schwingle 

5PM Air Born, by Sean Engard 

8PM Twelve Stations of the Cross, by Kenley Smith 

 

 

Guest Panelists include: 

 

Jason Grote was born in New Jersey in 1971 and has lived in Brooklyn since 1997.  This award winning playwright’s work has 

been produced or developed in nearly all the nation’s important centers of new works development including Denver Center Theater, 

Mixed Blood, Marin Theater Company, Salvage Vanguard, Soho Rep, Woolly Mammoth, The Atlantic Theater, Circle X, Clubbed 

Thumb, The Flea, HERE, The Lark, The O’Neill National Playwrights’ Conference, Playwrights’ Horizons, Theatre of NOTE, and 

many others.  He teaches playwriting and screenwriting at Rutgers University, is a member of PEN and New Dramatists, and a 

contributor to Comedy Central's "Indecision 2008" blog. He was co-chair of Soho Rep's Writer/Director Lab from 2004-07, and 

currently serves on their Artist Advisory Committee. He is represented by Antje Oegel at AO International, in Chicago and Berlin. 

 

Bonnie Metzgar is a playwright, director, dramaturg, producer and an experienced Artistic Director.  Bonnie envisioned a radical 



new grassroots model for theatrical production with Suzan Lori-Parks' epic 365 Days/365 Plays. With the creation of the 365 

International Festival, Metzgar launched an event that marked the largest collaborative effort in American theatrical history with over 

600 participating theaters sharing in the world premiere. Metzgar was also a member of an American delegation to the 2007 World 

Social Forum in Nairobi, Kenya and promotes the participation of artists in the social forum movement. Metzgar served for eight 

years as Associate Producer at the Public Theater under George C. Wolfe and was the Founding Producer of Joes Pub. From 2004-

2007, Metzgar was the Associate Artistic Director of the Curious Theatre Company in Denver where she was named 2006 Colorado 

Theater person of the year by the Denver Post. She was also the recipient of the 2006 Paul Green Foundation Award. Metzgar taught 

in the Brown University Graduate Playwriting Program and was Artistic Director of the New Play Festival at the Brown/Trinity Rep 

Consortium. Previously, Metzgar produced performance works at the award-winning BACA Downtown in Brooklyn where she was 

Artistic Director.  She is currently Artistic Director of About Face Theatre in Chicago. 

 

Robert Harris Moss ran the Edward Albee Playwrights' Unit from 1970 to 71. He founded and ran Playwrights Horizons from 1971 

to l981.   He was the Artistic Director of the Hangar Theatre in Ithaca, New York from 1983 to 1996. In the Fall of 1996, he became 

the Artistic Director of Syracuse Stage, and ran that theater until January,  2008. In the summer of 2008, Moss took the reins of the 

Hangar again, as they searched for another new Artistic Director.  He ran the Playwrights Horizons Theatre School (an affiliate 

school of the NYU Tisch School of the Arts for more than ten years.  He has guest directed at theatres across the country.  Favorite 

playwrights include, but are not limited to, Michele Lowe, Wendy Wasserstein,  Max Posner,  David Hare,  Tom Stoppard,  and the 

Mssrs: Shakespeare and Shaw.  Prior to all this directing and running of theaters,  he was an active stage manager,  a career that 

culminated with the APA Repertory Company in residence at the Lyceum Theater on Broadway. 

 

Larry Pontius is a playwright based in New York City, born and raised in the Mid-West and educated around the country, most 

recently receiving his MFA in Playwriting from the University of Texas at Austin, which included being awarded the Michener 

Fellowship.  His produced work includes: an Off-Broadway production of Umbrella by Alchemy Theatre Company of Manhattan; 

Fallout by Working Man’s Clothes Productions and The Lunar Adventures of Dar and Matey by Stolen Chair Theater, both in New 

York, On Sunday Morning, by Collaboraction in Chicago; American Autobahnics at the Minnesota Fringe Festival. The Connection 

is Made and Running Out of Time were both ACTF Regional Ten-Minute Play Finalists.   In January, The Lunar Adventures of Dar 

and Matey was produced in InGenius in New York City, followed by the premiere of On The Night of Anthony’s 30th Birthday 

Party, Again, a single door farce, produced by Whirled Peas at the Manhattan Theatre Source in March.  Readings include:  Boom 

Vang by Working Man’s Clothes Productions, A Thousand Yard Stare at the Soho ThinkTank and Their Master’s Voice by LiveWire 

Theatre in Chicago. A monologue from The Cost of Mathematics was published in Audition Arsenal and Bitchin’ Devil Horns was 

published in Manhattan Theatre Source’s Spontaneous Combustion Anthology.  His work as a screenwriter includes Qaatil, a 13 part 

murder mystery which aired in Pakistan in 2008.  In addition to the series, Pontius wrote several episodes for the anthology series 

New York Stories, which was filmed in New York and aired in Pakistan.  He was also commissioned to write a 15 part family drama 

and a TV movie, both set to begin filming soon and air in Pakistan next year.   Pontius also studied at the Dell’Arte, International 

School of Physical Theater and received a BA with Honors from the University of Iowa, where he received the Nicholas Meyer 

Scholarship for Playwriting. He is a member of The Dramatist Guild, The Playwright’s Center, and Manhattan Theatre Source’s 

Writers Forum.   

 

Craig Pospisil is the award-winning author of Months on End, Somewhere In Between, Life is Short and the upcoming collection 

Choosing Sides, which are published by Dramatists Play Service.  Months on End had its world premiere at the Purple Rose Theater 

Company and has had scores of productions around the country, as well as in Australia and Hong Kong. Somewhere In Between 

premiered at the Detroit Repertory Theater and more than sixty productions since, including ones in New York, Chicago, Los 

Angeles and Paris.  His drama The Dunes was workshopped at the Venice Theatre, and won Theatre Conspiracy's New Play Contest. 

Craig and composer Jeremy Schonfeld presented the musical Drift at the 2006 New York Musical Festival, and he is currently 

working on a commission for a new musical with composer Michael Ogborn.  Craig is the head writer for theAtrainplays, the 

acclaimed twenty-four hour theatre project, for which he has written sixteen short plays and musicals since 2002.  Craig's work has 

been seen at Ensemble Studio Theatre, New World Stages, Atlantic Theater, Bay Street Theater, New York Musical Festival, 

PSNBC, Vital Theater, West Coast Ensemble and the Caldwell Theater, and has been performed in Australia, Canada, Denmark, 

England, France, Germany, Samoa, Singapore and Hong Kong.  His plays have been translated into Danish, French and Cantonese.  

He is the editor of Outstanding Men’s Monologues and Outstanding Women’s Monologues Vol. 1, published by Dramatists Play 

Service, and later this year volume two of both books will be available.  A native New Yorker, Craig received his Masters from New 

York University’s Dramatic Writing Department. Craig is a member of the Dramatists Guild, and Artistic Advisor to the Winter 

Harbor Theatre Company in Los Angeles and Portland, Maine.  He lives in New York with a fine imported French cat named Elle. 

 

 

Visit www.studioroanoke.org, email us at info@studioroanoke.org, or call Our Box Office at 540-343-3054 for more 

information. 
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